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CONCLUSIONS 
All the basins share an Upper Triasic initial configuration, related to the Pangea break-up 

and intra-continental rifting, 

followed by an Early Jurassic Sag phase with marine invasion, either from the SW  

(W Morocco & Alentejo), from the East (Atlas & Algarve) or from the NW (Lusitanian). 

Around the Middle to Late Jurassic limit, Western Morocco continues as a passive margin, 

whereas the Alentejo and Lusitanian basins experience intense Atlantic rifting;  

towards East, the Tethyan Algarve and Atlas basins decrease their subsidence and infill. 

In the Early Cretaceous, Atlantic Break-up and Drift extend northwards, to Western 

Portugal and the global effects of Cenomanian transgression are felt regionally, 

followed by Late Cretaceous increased inversion in all the basins and collisional up-lift 

througout the Tertiary. 

THIS REGIONAL GEODYNAMIC CORRELATION FRAMEWORK IS EXPECTED TO 

IMPROVE THE PREDICITIVE PERSPECTIVES ON THE PETROLEUM SYSTEM 

ELEMENTS AND REGIONAL EXPLORATION EFFORTS IN THIS AREA. 


